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to recognize our own U.S. microcredit
programs initiated by groups like Re-
sults of Miami, which has helped so
many young women start their own
businesses.

Minorities in the United States bene-
fit greatly from microcredit programs.
In my hometown of Miami, Jamaican-
Americans have started Caribbean food
product stores, Haitians have opened
acrylic nail shops which are so popular,
Cuban-Americans have set up mom and
pop hardware stores. It has been a suc-
cess in Miami. It can succeed in your
town, and we can export it across the
oceans.
f

HANDSHAKES DEFEAT CAMPAIGN
FINANCE REFORM 1–0

(Mr. SNYDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, in June
of 1995 in a very famous handshake, the
President and the Speaker of this
House shook hands and committed
themselves to campaign finance re-
form. I can speak since then on the
commitment of our President to cam-
paign finance reform. I know he would
support that bill because in Arkansas
he took it to the streets to get signa-
tures on campaign finance reform for
Arkansas and was successful.

What has happened since then? Noth-
ing. We have had no bills come to the
floor of this House for a vote. Here we
are halfway through the session at the
end of the year, we are going to ad-
journ probably tomorrow and what is
the final score, Mr. Speaker? The final
score is handshakes 1, campaign fi-
nance reform nothing. That is a poor
record for this Congress. It is a poor
record for the Republican leadership of
this Congress. Next year we need to do
better.
f

IRS REFORM

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, polls have
shown that the American people no
longer trust their government to do,
quote-unquote, the right thing most of
the time. In fact, just over the last 3
decades this country has changed so
dramatically in that regard. Under
President John F. Kennedy, approxi-
mately 7 out of 10 Americans trusted
their government. Now only 1 out of 10
Americans do. Only 1 out of 10 Ameri-
cans trust their government to any de-
gree of satisfaction. This is deeply dis-
turbing. I think restoring trust in gov-
ernment must be a top priority for this
Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that the cor-
ruption, the politicization and the gen-
eral abuse of the IRS plays a major
role in this change of attitude on the
part of the American citizens. When a
government agency has the power to
bully citizens, to operate with vir-

tually no accountability and to make a
mockery of our constitutional right to
due process, it is no wonder that the
citizens have grown to distrust their
own government. I believe that if IRS
reform is not passed in this Congress,
many Americans will consider the
105th Congress to be an overall failure.
f

FAST TRACK

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, every
Member of this House should oppose
fast track because of labor standards,
environmental standards and human
rights. But there is another very valid
reason, that of food safety and pes-
ticide use in foreign countries on food
coming into this country.

Since the last fast track legislation,
NAFTA, it limited our right to make
border inspections of imported food. So
what has happened? Food imports are
up, inspections are down. What will
happen with this new fast track deal is
more countries will be shipping their
food into this country. We have not ad-
dressed the infrastructure to provide a
safety net to protect American citizens
from food coming into this country.
That is why in 1997 we have had 3
major outbreaks of disease in this
country from imported food.

What do they tell you when you go to
foreign countries, Latin America and
South America? Do not eat the food, do
not drink this, do this, get a hepatitis
shot. So what are we going to do? Have
more food come into this country and
less inspections. Over 3.3 million
trucks every day cross our borders into
this country, many of them carrying
food products. That is 9,000 trucks per
day. One percent is inspected. Let us
not risk our families’ health. Vote no
on fast track.
f

TAXES, LIBERALS AND
BUREAUCRATS

(Mrs. CHENOWETH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Clinton’s recent remarks that he
thinks taxpayers who are in favor of
tax cuts are selfish is a truly stunning
remark to me. It is stunning to think
that that is how the President and his
liberal allies think about those who
think that Government can get by on a
little bit less so that families can have
a little bit more. But one point that is
often missed about the tax dollars that
are sent to Washington, DC, is the
much more fundamental point of who
gets to spend your dollars. The liberal
elite is uncomfortable with the idea
that you should get to decide what to
do with your money. They think that
the politicians who claim to adhere to
a higher moral standard have a higher
claim on your money and that they can
use your money in better ways than

you can and more fairly and more in
line with the liberal vision of the elite.
That is why they have a government
knows best attitude and, incredibly, a
boundless faith in the Federal bureau-
crats in Washington to do the right
thing.

Do the right thing? Mr. Speaker, I do
not think so.

f

FAST TRACK

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow we will vote on fast track, ex-
panding the North American Free
Trade Agreement to dozens of other
countries. NAFTA cost tens of thou-
sands of American jobs. So does fast
track. NAFTA threatens the safety of
our food supply. So does fast track.
NAFTA weakens our environmental
laws. So does fast track.

To get fast track through Congress,
Speaker GINGRICH and President Clin-
ton are wheeling and dealing like we
have never seen before: deals on the
census, on family planning, on health
care and campaign contributions. Let
us reject the wheeling and dealing by
Speaker GINGRICH and President Clin-
ton. Vote no on fast track.

f

IRS REFORM

(Mrs. KELLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, for years
citizens have been complaining about
the IRS. Honest citizens faced with an
audit, a problem, confusing changes in
the Tax Code and bewildering instruc-
tions about their tax return have cried
out for reform to their representatives
in Washington, radio talk show hosts
and newspapers across the country. But
nothing seems to change. To add insult
to injury, the IRS responds to all these
complaints by defending its actions, as-
suring citizens everywhere that the
IRS is improving, the IRS is reforming
itself and honest taxpayers have noth-
ing to fear from an audit. If this is not
the perfect example of an arrogant bu-
reaucracy that is out of touch, I would
like to see a better one. Arrogant, out
of touch and unaccountable, these are
the hallmarks of a Government that
abuses its power, a Government which
makes ordinary citizens feel powerless
and fearful.

Mr. Speaker, the IRS must change
big time, not cosmetic changes that
mean business as usual but a top-to-
bottom overhaul that does not put hon-
est taxpayers in the same boat as tax
cheats. The IRS needs to give tax-
payers the respect they deserve.

f

FAST TRACK

(Mr. STRICKLAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
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